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WALKING THE LINE: O’DAY
FINDS RIGHT ECO-BALANCE

Nathaniel Sizemore of McLean, Va., has

Rubye Emerson Mouchet ’33, October

graduated from Vanderbilt Law School and

31, Anderson, S.C. She taught in the

BECAUSE OF THE LARGE NUMBER of submissions and clippings Furman

been admitted into the Virginia Bar. He is

elementary grades in Anderson County for

IN THE WORLD OF ENVIRONMENTAL LAW,

receives for the magazine’s class notes section and the time needed to review,

an associate with Watt, Tieder, Hoffar

43 years, the last 23 in Anderson District 5.

there are two types of attorneys — those who sue

compile and edit so much information, news items frequently are not published

& Fitzgerald.

She was a member of the South Carolina

the polluters, and those who defend them.

until five or six months after they are submitted.

Adam and Darcy Herlong Slizewski

Retired Educators Association and the

live in Charleston, S.C., where Darcy is a

Anderson College Alumni Association and

18 months old at time of publication) or engagement announcements. When

third-year medical student at the Medical

was a charter member of the Anderson

a career in which he does both. One day, he might rep-

sending news for class notes, please include your spouse’s or child’s name,

University of South Carolina. In September

County Woman’s Club.

resent a company that operates oil pipelines. The next,

whether your spouse is a Furman graduate, and the date and city where the

she was invited to join Alpha Omega Alpha,

Paul Franklin Beacham, Jr. ’35,

his client could be a nonprofit group that advocates for

birth or marriage occurred.

the national medical school honor society.

September 17, Greenville. He worked for

tougher laws to protect streams and rivers.

Adam made the Charleston City Police

Maxwell Brothers Furniture Company for 40

Department SWAT team in August.

years, then was office manager for Rawlins

been able to walk that fine line between defense work

MARRIAGES: Laura Martino and

Oil Company. He served on the Visitors

representing corporations and also representing aggres-

Mike Morison, January 8, 2011. Mike

Board of Presbyterian Homes and was a

sive environmental organizations,” says Sally Bethea,

is employed with Ernst & Young in Atlanta.

member of the Greenville Exchange Club.

Harold Turner Southern ’37, Septem-

an Atlanta environmental activist who attended Furman

clients, as well as private clients,” says managing partner

Laura is pursuing a Master of Science

Bethea, “We’ve funded all the out-of-pocket costs and

degree in nursing at Emory University

ber 18, Winston-Salem, N.C. After earning

from 1969 to 1971.

Steve Forte. “This rare combination illustrates our belief

we’ve probably spent $40,000 on this case, but Smith

and expects to graduate in December.

a master’s degree from the University of

in the importance of improving the environment.”

Gambrell has probably spent four times that amount.”

Karen McDonald and John Olson,

Michigan he began his business career in

Furman magazine does not publish dated items (anything more than

When sent electronically, news about alumni couples who graduated in
different years is included under the graduation date of the submitter. In other
cases it goes under the earliest graduation date. It is not listed with both classes.
Send news to the Office of Marketing and Public Relations, Furman
University, 3300 Poinsett Highway, Greenville, S.C. 29613, or e-mail to
alumni@furman.edu. Selected information submitted to the online alumni
registry (http://alumni.furman.edu) is included in class notes.
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May 28. Karen is the volunteer coordinator

1938 with John Hancock Mutual Life Insur-

Caroline Moore received a Master of

MARRIAGES: Andrea Albea and

for Habitat for Humanity in Greenville,

ance Company in Boston. He later moved to

Arts degree in professional communication

and John is a mechanical engineer for

Winston-Salem to work for Security Life and

Techtronic Industries.

Trust, which became Integon. A three-sport

Michael Vallencourt II, June 18. They live
in Middleburg, Fla.

from Clemson University and now works
for Red House Global Brand Architects in
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Then there’s Steve O’Day.
The 1976 Furman graduate has managed to build

“I don’t know any other environmental lawyer who’s

O’Day was a political science major at Furman

Steve O’Day received the Ogden Doremus Award for Excellence in Environmental Law at the GreenLaw Environmental
Heroes Celebration in October. GreenLaw supports environmental causes in Georgia. Photo by Kay Hinton.

and wrote his senior thesis on an environmental

For large firms, the client base typically consists

controversy related to the trans-Alaska pipeline.

of big companies and their executives. The filing of

up, O’Day also oversees an entirely different type of

He went on to Harvard Law School, where he became

environmental lawsuits on behalf of plaintiffs is usually

environmental practice at Smith Gambrell. He and his

a member of the environmental law society.

handled by small firms or nonprofit legal clinics.

team advise schools and companies on how to collect

Afterward he joined the firm of Smith, Gambrell

“If you look at large law firms in Atlanta, we’re the

In the unlikely event that the litigation faucet dries

rainwater and on sustainability initiatives such as writing

& Russell, an association he maintains to this day.

only one that does pro bono work for environmental

requirements for green construction. The sustainability

In 1991 he established the Atlanta firm’s environmental

advocacy groups,” O’Day says. “Some firms feel if they

practice group is also involved in projects to develop

doubles and mixed doubles championships

practice. Now, O’Day chairs the firm’s environmental

represent environmental advocacy groups, their paying

alternative energy sources.

and to play competitive tennis to age 90,

law and sustainability practice groups, as well as its real

clients might not like that too much because it might be

estate and construction services group.

adverse to their business interests.”

athlete at Furman and a fine tennis player,

Robby Bowers and Hayley Simmons, July

Atlanta.

23. They live in Alpharetta, Ga. Robby, who

Michael Scullin received the 2011 Edwin

holds a Ph.D. from Auburn University, is in

B. Newman Graduate Research Award from

his third year of medical school at Emory

the American Psychological Association.

accepted a job at Lenbrook Retirement

when he was ranked No. 4 nationally in his

University, and Hayley is an English teacher

The award, given annually by Psi Chi and

Community in Atlanta, where she is

age group. His daughter is Furman women’s

at Woodward Academy.

the APA, is presented to the psychology

tennis coach Debbie Southern.

he successfully defended Hickson Corp. in a lawsuit

to the turbo-charged growth of the 1990s and 2000s,

BIRTH: Matthew and Stephanie

supervisor for the fine dining department.

proposing to temporarily moth-ball various regulations

graduate student who submits the best

Maurice Gray ’38, September 16, York,

that said the chemical-trucking company was liable

the Upper Chattahoochee Riverkeeper should be able

Reese Goldman (M.A. ’09), a daughter,

MARRIAGES: Lucie Rosenberg and

or to shut down the Environmental Protection Agency

research paper published or presented at

Wayne House ’10, June 11. They live

S.C. During World War II he served in the

for the majority of cleanup costs for an arsenic acid

to keep O’Day busy. UCR is especially vigilant about

Charlotte Reese Goldman, September 14.

because of what they see as its job-killing regulations.

a national, regional or state psychological

in Evans, Ga.

Navy as a bomb disposal officer in the

Steph is a second grade teacher at Rollins

spill in a Chattanooga, Tenn., railyard. For the

monitoring real estate development and the local

association. Michael has defended his dis-

Cheryl Marie Boles and Stephen Kraus,

Mariana Islands. Afterward he began a

Elementary School in Augusta, Ga.

Southern Environmental Law Center, he challenged

governments that issue permits for new projects. Often,

sertation at Washington University in

of the Southern Environmental Law Center, describes

June 4. They completed training at the

teaching career in Andrews, S.C., where

the construction of a bridge across sensitive marshlands

with O’Day’s legal advice, UCR challenges development

St. Louis and earned a postdoctoral fellow-

these proposals as “penny-wise and pound-foolish.

French Culinary Institute in New York City

he taught elementary school music for 13

ship at Emory University.

near Savannah, Ga.

permits on the grounds that they favor developers at

When you truly look at the economics of environmental

THIS YEAR IS REUNION!

and are opening a bakery and bistro

years. He moved to York High School in

MARRIAGE: Kate Deal and Stuart Miner,

the expense of clean water.

regulations, they save a lot more money than they cost.

Ryan Friend recently accepted an offer

in Travelers Rest, S.C.

1964 and taught chemistry and physics until

June 4. They live in Decatur, Ga.

balance if he were affiliated with a different firm, Bethea

retiring in 1985. He also served as choir

says. He and his group have represented her organiza-

June, when they challenged a permit issued to Forsyth

director at several churches in the York area.

try’s out-of-pocket costs, and you look at society as a

tion, the Upper Chattahoochee Riverkeeper, in several

County to discharge sewage into the Chattahoochee

whole, environmental regulations are always beneficial.”

lawsuits filed against city and county governments

River. O’Day successfully argued that the state did not

to block permits for things like waste-water discharge.

consider the high levels of phosphorus and bacteria
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to join F&M Bank and Trust in Dallas, Texas,
as a vice president.

Monica Handa has joined the law firm
of SmolenPlevy in Vienna, Va. She previously practiced with Patrick Henry LLP in
Annandale, Va.

Frances Flowers graduated from
culinary school in Rhode Island and
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he would go on to win numerous singles,

Patrick A. Wallace joined McGuire-

He was president of the York Rotary Club in

Woods Consulting in Richmond, Va.,

1975 and became a Paul Harris Fellow. He

last June as a research assistant.

authored the long-running column “Now
and Then” for the Yorkville Enquirer.

To illustrate the dichotomy of his practice: In 2002

O’Day probably couldn’t maintain this incongruous

“These permit appeals are the heart of the problem
in Georgia,” she says.
Smith Gambrell openly supports the work that
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If the economy recovers and metro Atlanta returns

Together O’Day and UCR won just such a battle last

Protecting the environment is not the most popular
pastime in some quarters. Presidential candidates
have even taken dead aim at environmental causes,

O’Day, who was recently named chair of the board

If you’re not just focused on one company or one indus-

— ANDY PETERS

present in the sewage, and therefore should not have

The author, a 1992 graduate, lives in Decatur, Ga.,

issued the permit.

and writes for American Banker, a financial services

Smith Gambrell represented UCR in the case for

O’Day and his team conduct. “We are one of the few

free, and there is no possibility for the firm to be

large law firms willing to work with public interest

awarded attorney fees at the end of the case. Says

industry publication.
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